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John's idle procrastination and the fickleness of his
barons deprived the southern war of all real interest.
In the north the battle of Bouvines, July 27, 121-4, made
the English King thankful to agree to a cessation of
hostilities. On September IS, 1214, at Chinon the two
kings agreed on a truce till Easter 1220. The posses-
sions of each were to remain as they were at the signing
of the truce. John returned to England on October
19. From that day all hope of regaining the Angevin
dominions in France was abandoned, and the triumph
of Philip was complete.
In nothing does the great king's genius appear more
clearly than in the methods he adopted for securing
the heritage he had acquired. The policy of support-
ing the under tenants against their lord, of which the
most striking instance was the trial and condemnation
of John for his ill-treatment of his Poitevin vassals, was
consistently followed throughout the struggle which
ended in the acquisition of the Angevin dominions by
France. The Gorman barons, the mayors of Norman
towns, received rich rewards for their desertion of their
duke. In Anjou Geoffrey Martel made submission
May 1204, and promised to win over the barons of that
land. A year later the count of Eu received the grant
of the royal domain in Poitou for five years, with an
income of 4000 livres, and the service of 100 knights
and 1000 men-at-arms, that he might win Poitou for the
crown. The churches were propitiated by special grants
of protection, and William the Breton records with de-
light that freedom of election was given to all the Norman
sees. The barons who could not be relied upon received
exchanges of their fiefs for lands lying near Paris.